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“The Egyptian hierarchy, the paternal despotism 
“of China, were very fit instruments for carrying 
“those nations up to the point of civilization which 
“they attained.  But having reached that point 
“they were brought to a permanent halt, for want 
“of mental liberty and individuality,—requisites 
“of improvement which the institutions that had 
“carried them thus far entirely incapacitated them 
“from acquiring, and as the institutions did not 
“break down and give place to others, further im-
“provements stopped.  In contrast with these na-
“tions, let us consider the example of an opposite 
“character, afforded by another and a compara-
“tively insignificant Oriental people—the Jews.
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“They, too, had an absolute monarchy and hier-
“archy.  These did for them what was done for 
“other Oriental races by their institutions—sub-
“dued them to industry and order, and gave them 
“a national life.  But neither their kings nor their 
“priests ever obtained, as in those other countries, 
“the exclusive moulding of their character.  Their 
“religion gave existence to an inestimably precious 
“unorganized institution, the Order (if it may be 
“so termed) of Prophets. Under the protection, 
“generally, though not always effectual, of their 
“sacred character, the Prophets were a power in 
“the nation, often more than a match for kings 
“and priests, and kept up, in that little corner of 
“the earth, the antagonism of influences which is 
“the only real security for continued progress.  
“Religion consequently was not there—what it 
“has been in so many other places—a consecra-
“tion of all that was once established, and a barrier 
“against further improvement. The remark of a 
“distinguished Hebrew, that the Prophets were in 
“Church and State the equivalent of the modern 
“liberty of the press, gives a just but not an ade-
“quate conception of the part fulfilled in national 
“and universal history by this great element of 
“Jewish life; by means of which, the canon of in-
“spiration never being complete, the persons most 
“eminent in genius and moral feeling could not 
“only denounce and reprobate, with the direct 
“authority of the Almighty, whatever appeared to 
“them deserving of such treatment, but could give
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“forth higher interpretations of the national reli-
“gion, which thenceforth became part of the re-
“ligion. Accordingly, whoever can divest himself
“of the habit of reading the Bible as if it was one
“book, which until lately was equally inveterate in
“Christians and in unbelievers, sees with admira-
“tion the vast interval between the morality and 
“religion of the Pentateuch, or even of the histo-
“rical books, and the morality and the religion of the
“Prophecies, a distance as wide as between these
“last and the Gospels. Conditions more favour-
“able to progress could hardly exist; accordingly,
“the Jews, instead of being stationary, like other
“Asiatics, were, next to the Greeks, the most
“progressive people of antiquity, and, jointly with
“them, have been the starting-point and main
“propelling agency of modern cultivation.”
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It consisted of two points—their proclamation 
of the Unity and of the Spirituality of the Divine 
Nature. They proclaimed the Unity of God, and
[…]
of their teaching, the assertion of the Spirituality, 
the morality of God, His justice, His goodness, His 
love, continued to the very end, and received its 
[…]
strongly than ever. Then Grace and Truthg were 
declared to be the only means of conceiving or ap-
proaching to the Divine Essence. Then He who
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The one great corruption to which all Religion 
is exposed, is its separation from morality. The
very strength of the religious motives has a tendency
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the ceremonial, the narrow, the religious world of
that age. In His deeds, I need only refer to His
death—proclaiming as the very central fact and
[…]
and goats, but in the perfect surrender of a perfect 
Will and Life to the perfect Will of an All Just and 
All Merciful God. In the Epistles the same Pro-
[…]
gifts, of edification above miraculous signsv, of faith 
and good works above the outward distinction of 
Jews and Gentilesˣ.  With these accents on his 
lipsy, the Last of the Prophets expired.
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thing like the spirit, of the ancient Prophets! If
with us truth, charity, justice, fairness to opponents,
were a passion, a doctrine, a point of honour to be
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thoroughly depend,—who will stand when 
others fail,—the friend faithful and true, the adviser 
honest and fearless, the adversary just and chival-
rous, in such an one there is a fragment of the 
Rock of Ages—a sign that there has been a Pro-
phet amongst us.
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cial manner look forward to the future. It was this 
which gave to the whole Jewish nation an upward, 
forward, progressive character, such as no Asiatic, 
[…]
ever had in the same degree.  Representing as they 
did they whole people, they shared and they per-
sonated the general spirit of tenacious trust and 
hope that distinguishes the people itself. Their
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ment alike.  There is nothing which to any re-
flecting mind is more signal a proof of the Bible 
being really the guiding book of the world’s his-
tory than its anticipations, predictions, insight into 
the wants of men far beyond the age in which it 
was written.  That modern element which we find 
in it,—so like our own times, so unlike the ancient 
framework of its natural form—that Gentile, Eu-
ropean, turn of thought, —so unlike the Asiatic
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utmost requirements of philosophy and civilization; 
those principles of toleration, chivalry, discrimina-
tion, proportion, which even now are not appre-
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Nations themselves. “They were the first in all 
“antiquity,” it has been well saids, “to perceive 
“that the old East was dead; they celebrated its 
obsequies, in advance of the dissolution which 
“they saw to be inevitable.”  They were, as Dean 
Milmanᵗ has finely expressed it, the “great Tragic 
“Chorus of the awful drama that was unfolding 
“itself in the Eastern world.  As each independ-
“ent tribe or monarchy was swallowed up in the 
“universal empire of Assyria, the seers of Judah 
“watched the progress of the invader, and uttered 
“their sublime funeral anthems over the greatness 
“and prosperity of Moab and Ammon, Damascus 
“and Tyre.”  And in those funeral laments and 
wide-reaching predictions we trace a foretaste of 
that universal sympathy with nations outside of the chosen circle
[…]
—of that belief in an all-embracing 
Providence,—which has now become part of the 
belief of the highest intelligence of the world.
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tinguishing mark of the Jewish people that their 
golden age was not in the past, but in the future;
that their greatest Hero (as they deemed Him to
[…]
times. He is named, sometimes He is unnamed;
sometimes He is almost identified with some actual
Prince of the coming or the present generation;
sometimes He recedes into the distant agesX. But
again and again, at least in the later Prophetic
writings, the vista is closed by His person, His
character, His reign. And almost everywhere the
[…]
warfare, but by the common weapons which the Pro-
phetic order recognised—by justice, mercy, truth,
and goodness,—by suffering, by endurance, by iden-
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tification of Himself with the joys, the sufferings 
of His nation, by opening a wider sympathy to the 
whole human race than have been opened be-
[…]
than by theologians and ecclesiastics. There did
arise out of this nation a Character by universal
consent as unparalleled as the expectation which
had preceded Him. Jesus of Nazareth was, on the
most superficial no less than on the deepest view
we take of His coming, the greatest name, the most
extraordinary power, that has ever crossed the stage
of History. And this greatness consisted not in
outward power, but precisely  in those qualities in
which from first to last the Prophetic order had
laid the utmost stress—justice and love, goodness
and truth.
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Of the Jews, in the history of the world. It is a 
proof that the events of the Christian Dispensation
were planted on the very centre of human hopes
and fears. It is a proof that the noblest hopes and
[…]
noticed are only a part—the Future, as a ground
of consolation to the Church, to individuals, to the
human race. It is this which gives to the Bible at
large that hopeful, victorious, triumphant character, 
which distinguishes it from the morose, querulous, 
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“To one far off Divine event,” slowly it may be 
and uncertainly, but still steadily onwards, “the 
“whole creation moves.”  Work on in faith, in 
hope, in confidence; the future of the Church, the 
future of each particular society in which our lot is 
cast, is a solid basis of cheerful perseverance. The 
very ignorance of the true spirit of the Bible of 
which we complain, is the best pledge of its bound-
less resources for the future.  The doctrines, the 
precepts, the institutions, which as yet lie unde-
veloped, far exceed in richness, in power, those 
that have been used out or been fully applied.
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in mind. Look forwards, we sometimes say, a few 
days or a few months, and how differently will all 
things seem.  Yes: but look forwards a few more 
years, and how yet more differently will all things
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know, if we are in perplexity to know, what are 
the essential characteristics of the Divine nature, 
look at the life and character of Christ.  Whatever 
is the most vital part of His Character, is the most 
vital part of the Nature of God. By seeing, as we
must see, that the most vital part is the moral cha-
racter,—the Will, the Wisdom, the Love, the Jus-
tice, the Compassion, the Forbearance,—we  learn
beyond any matter of doubt, that these, according
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“above all in the Four Gospels, it unfolds Deity. It shews us 
“Him, who dwelleth in the light which no man can approach 
“unto, condescending to provide for the minutest of our wants, 
“directing, guarding and assisting us, each hour and moment, 
“with an infinitely more vigilant and exquisite care than our 
“own utmost self-love can ever attain to.  In order to perceive 
“the glory and appreciate the excellence of our Redeemer, we 
“must see Him in His own light and estimate Him by the 
“standard He has Himself afforded.  We must take His own 
account of the motives which engaged Him to assume our flesh 
“and to tabernacle amongst us. In His Divine discourses He
“has made both His design and Himself known to us. We
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say, the Sacrifice of God Himself. In the Love of 
Christ we see the Love of God; the Truth of God 
is shewn to us in the Truth of Christ.  Christ 
forgives us because God forgives us; God forgives 
us because Christ forgives us.  God, not apart 
from Christ, or against Christ, but “God in Christᶜ 
“has forgiven us;” “God in Christ was reconcil-
ingᵈ” (such is the absolutely uniform language of 
Scripture) “the world to Himself:” not Himself 
[bookmark: _GoBack]to Himself, as if estranged from us, nor to the 
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the power and the truth of Christ’s Resurrection.
Our assurance, our unshaken confidence that the 
mind and spirit of Christ is identical with all that 
is most generous, most comprehensive, most free, 
most progressive, it at once the surest pledge of 
His divinity and the firmest support to those who 
are involved in the struggles of the present age;
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