The Livingstone Online Enrichment and Access Project (LEAP)

Abstract. We are applying for an NEH Humanities Collectiamsl Reference Resources Grant to
support ongoing enrichment of and accedsivingstone Online.* Our site -- a well established,
transatlantic, digital archive initiative -- sedksprovide worldwide access to the writings of David
Livingstone (1813-73), the Scottish abolitionisissionary, and explorer of Africa. Thévingstone
Online siteis directed jointly by Adrian S. Wisnicki (Indiaténiversity of Pennsylvania) and Christopher
Lawrence (University College London). The archisgublished by University College London and is
associated with the NEH-fundédvingstone Spectral Imaging Project’ published by the UCLA Digital
Library. TheLivingstone Online Enrichment and Access Project (LEAP) will suppgstiating,
integrating, and providing access to these twa sitel their the digital image and transcription
collections in order to secure their long-term aimgtbility as a unified, open-access resourcedbolars
and the general public.

Responding to the NEH’s Bridging Cultures initigj\LEAP will enhance our understanding of the
history of the slave trade; nineteenth-century @&fyiVictorian politics, religion, and science; imipdist
culture in Europe; and the practicalities of cokation around the world. Livingstone’s manuscripts
one of the largest such surviving collections framy Victorian explorer or traveler -- are a treastove
of understudied primary textual material for alltbé above topics as well as Livingstone himself. A
Victorian moral and religious hero, Livingstone pooinded a dramatically different relationship betwe
the West and Africa than existed in his own time.h¢ld that African intellectual capabilities wegual
to those of Europeans. He envisioned an econordier avith Africans as fully empowered trading
partners of the West. He also served as an untiidivgcate for African rights and the abolishmenthef
East African slave trade. His descriptions of numnsrAfrican cultures in the years 1841 to 1873 -- a
momentous thirty-year period in the history of Eigropean colonization -- are crucial to understagdi
the background of current African and worldwide g@ldics on a range of issues, from the spread of
diseases to the fall of apartheid, the rise of €ianity in the Third World, and climate changenfrthe
nineteenth century to the present.

LEAP will last 36 months and centers on two ardasndeavor. First, we will integrate the sites of
Livingstone Online and thelivingstone Spectral Imaging Project under one enhanced website to be
hosted, published, and digitally sustained by tid A Digital Library. As part of this process, thew
Livingstone Online will digitally archive, catalogue, and encode #iigant Livingstone manuscript
collections from the David Livingstone Centre, $aotl, and the National Library of Scotland. Thdric
and extensive Livingstone collections from these &anchives -- which will add over 3,500 pages of
diaries, notebooks, letters, maps, illustratioms publishing records to our site -- will be difjgdosted
in conformance with established standards for dlabeess and preservatiddecond, we will promote
access to and use of the new site and newly irtesfjre data collection. Because Livingstone’skaor
are scattered across institutions in the UK andraddhe world, digital access to his manuscripts is
especially valuable -- making online research ciitiab and access important to both academic and
public users. LEAP will implement an interoperableb-based study environment that will allow users
to take advantage of our full data collection: etembtext and images, metadata, and supporting
information. Through this process of expansion @agelopmentl.ivingstone Online will enable greater
analytical capabilities and will remain a reliabligital reference resource in the long term.

! http://www.livingstoneonline.ucl.ac.uk/
2 http://livingstone.library.ucla.edu/




