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Livingstone Materials from The Royal Society Released
(6 November 2007)

The collections of The Royal Society, amassed since its foundation in 1660, are of

international importance in the history of science and medicine. Over 8,000 of the
world's most distinguished scientists have been elected to the Fellowship over the
centuries, and the archive, book and image collections in the Library provide a record
of their achievements. The Library is open to members of the public who are welcome
to use the unique manuscript and book resources.

Among the Society's archive collections are seven letters from David Livingstone. Five
of these are autograph letters -- in Livingstone's hand. Two are extracts, in another
hand, from letters held elsewhere. His correspondence with Sir Edward Sabine, an
expert in terrestrial magnetism, can be found in the Society's Sabine Papers;
Livingstone wrote to Sabine during the period when the latter was Treasurer, and
subsequently President, of the Society. A reply from Sabine to one of Livingstone's
letters is in the archives. There is also an 1858 letter from Livingstone to John
Herschel, astronomer and photographic pioneer, which forms part of the extensive
Herschel Papers archive. The Society also holds other papers and correspondence
relating to the "Zambesi Expedition'.

Letters from Livingstone in the Society's Archives

to [John Herschel] (11 February 1858).

to General Edward Sabine (19 December 1858).

to General Edward Sabine (6 February 1860).

to General Edward Sabine (17 January 1861).

to General Edward Sabine (13 December 1865).

Extract of a Letter to [The Earl of Malmesbury?] (5 October 1858).

Extract of a Dispatch to [The Earl of Malmesbury?] (17 December 1858).
Public Lecture

The Livingstone Online team will present the site at a public lecture in the Library

Reading Rooms at the Royal Society
Friday 9 November 2007 at 1:00pm

"Dr Livingstone I Presume": David Livingstone online at

www.livingstoneonline.ucl.ac.uk
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The lecture is open to the public but registration is required.

To register please email library@royalsoc.ac.uk
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